VIRGINIA READY-MIXED
CONCRETE ASSOCIATION

CARE OF NEW CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS & SIDEWALKS

In order to keep your concrete driveway, sidewalks, porches, patios, and steps
looking beautiful and performing well for years to come it is important to take
care of your new concrete. Seasonal changes bring temperature swings and
inclement weather.  Protect your concrete from the elements, especially new
concrete, following the seasonal guide below to avoid unnecessary wear and tear.

SEALING
Late summer is the ideal time to apply a surface treatment

to your concrete, such as a penetrating sealer. Sealing
protects concrete from excess water and harsh chemicals.

/ Be sure to select a sealer that is specifically formulated
for use on concrete.
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GRADING

Your concrete contractor
the job by grading the area adjacent to your
driveway to direct water away from the slab. As
you work in your yard in the spring and summer,
maintain positive drainage away from your slab.

................................................................................................................... FLAKING

DO NOT use de-icing chemicals (salt or calcium
chloride) for snow and ice removal the first
winter after placement of concrete. If needed,

\ use sand to provide traction.
WARNING - Never use de-icers
SPRING 4 containing fertilizer ingredients
WINTER such as ammonium sulfate and

ammonium nitrate. Concrete
should also be protected from
exposure to liquid fertilizer
systems used on lawns.

SCALING

Temperature fluctuations and heavy precipitation during this
time of year can lead to standing water. Avoid excess water
under or on top of your new slab. Concrete that is saturated
with water before a freeze may be susceptible to surface
scaling.

For more information contact your local ready-mixed concrete producer or the
Virginia Ready-Mixed Concrete Association at: (434) 977-3716.



